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Maj. Gen. Robert H. Mills, Chief of the Army Corps, in address at Cincinnati, 
discusses Army dental problems in terms of supply, promotions, personnel and profes- 


sional services. . . . David S. K. Dai, representing Chinese government at Chung- 
king, seeks advice of A.D.A. in establishing public health dental program in that 
country. ... 


Capt. Wayne W. Warren, Fort Dodge, Iowa, is awarded the Soldier’s Medal for 
outstanding heroism. . . . Army and Navy grant time to recent graduates for state 
board examinations. . . . Sixteen dentists in the Army Dental Corps have been nom- 
inated for the rank of colonel. . . . Examinations for appointments in Navy Dental 
Corps will be held January 24, 1944. 

In a statement issued by the Dental Division of the Office of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, the various conditions that influence the types of dental service given at home 
and abroad are listed. . . . The Office of War Information, in a survey of the health 
of the members of the armed forces, reports on dental care. . . . 

The Committee on Economics releases preliminary statement on results of survey 
dealing with dental programs in schools of the country. . . . The Council on Dental 
Health refuses to approve the “Hyser Plan” on the grounds that there is no evi- 
dence that the plan is “practical or workable from a professional, financial or ad- 
ministrative viewpoint.” 

Congress receives new proposals to reorganize the U. S. Public Health Service and 
to allocate funds to place dentists in critical areas. . . . The War Service Committee 
reports that eighteen million burs have been allocated for civilian use. Thirty-eight 
million were used in the same period during time of peace. 

The Council on Dental Education makes its annual report to the House of Dele- 
gates and discusses its program to establish a list of approved dental schools. . 
Earl G. Jones, newly elected member of the Board of Trustees for the Seventh 
District, resigns and is succeeded by Carlos H. Schott, former Trustee for the district. 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 30, No. 22. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., Chicago, 11, Ill. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, May 27, 1942, 
at the postoffice at Chicago, Ill., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright 1943 by the American Dental Association. 
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May. Gen. Rosert H. Mitts Discusses PRoBLEMS 
or Army DENTAL Corps 1n ADDRESS AT CINCINNATI 


The tasks and achievements of the 
Army Dental Corps were the subject of 
an address by Maj. Gen. Robert H. 
Mills, chief of the corps, at the open 
session of the War Service Committee 
of the American Dental Association in 
Cincinnati. Excerpts from the address 
follow : 

Today, the general trends are more en- 
couraging and favorable to the Army Dental 
Corps than at any time in the year 1942 
or the early part of 1943. Certain changes 
in Army regulations and added favorable 
directives and policies issued by higher au- 
thority, with a more adequate flow of supplies, 
have materially assisted the dental service. ... 
REGULATIONS.— Lhe rapid induction of the 
selectees in 1942 with their multiple dental 
needs created several urgent problems, the 
primary one being the replacement of teeth. 
A soldier is considered a casualty on the 
battle field unless he can masticate the Army 
ration. A. R. 40-510, entitled “Dental At- 
tendance,” was rewritten in September 1942, 


thereby giving the proper emphasis to pros- 
thetic service. This revised regulation classi- 
fied all those selectees requiring dentures to 
masticate the Army ration as Class I or 
emergency patients who would receive priority 
in treatment. 

A change in Mobilization Requirements, 
MR 1-9, W. D., October 15, 1942, placed an 
additional load and responsibility on the Den- 
tal Corps since it virtually eliminated all 
dental requirements for induction of the 
selectee. Since that date, only about 0.1 per 
cent of the selectees have not met the mini- 
mum dental requirements for induction. 

During the latter months of 1942 and 
early 1943, an appreciable number of Class 
I cases, namely personnel needing prosthetic 
appliances, extractions and emergency fillings 
and some with oral infections, infiltrated 
through the ports of embarkation to foreign 
theaters without having the necessary dental 
service completed. This resulted from the fact 
that there were too few dental officers and 
dental laboratory technicians, as well as too 
few supplies and too little equipment. Then 
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there was no directive which authorized hold- 
ing of such troops in Class I in this country. 
A. W. D. Circular No. 9, January 5, 1943, 
although not a directive on this important 
point, did state in Section II, paragraph 2, 
“It is not physically possible to. correct all 
dental defects for military personnel prior to 
their departure for overseas service. Dental 
defects requiring immediate attention and, 
as far as practicable, defects which will re- 
quire attention in the near future should be 
corrected prior to arrival at a staging area or 
a port of embarkation. . . . 

This statement did, however, have a very 
beneficial influence in reducing the denture 
requirements of troops upon their arrival at 
ports of embarkation and overseas. 

It was not until August 21 of this year 
that a definite directive was issued . . . which 
stated that Class I dental conditions are 
considered disqualifying defects for any over- 
seas area. Then, the most recent directive 
from the Adjutant General’s Office, “Prepa- 
ration for Overseas Movement,” states: “All 
necessary dental treatment, from a health and 
functional standpoint, will be provided troops 
prior to their departure from home station.” 

(A revision of a regulation) directs that a 
brief description of dentures and other pros- 
thetic appliances, together with date of issue, 
be placed on the man’s service record. There 
are several obvious reasons for the inclusion 
of this information. 


SUPPLY.—One of the great handicaps during 
the entire year of 1942 and early 1943 was 
that of supply. The present trends are more 
favorable since shortages exist only in a few 
items such as some of the hand instruments 
and several sizes of contra-angle burs. The 
shortages evident in certain stations are also 
influenced in many instances by distribution 
facilities. 

Supply, however, will remain a vital issue 
in all foreign theaters because of the move- 
ment of troops and the transportation prob- 
lem involved. 


PERSONNEL.—AIll of the physically qualified 
dental officers of the Reserve Corps, with few 
exceptions wherein there were no position va- 
cancies, have been called to active duty. There 
was approximately one dental officer on duty 
to every 550 men in the entire Army Sep- 
tember 1, 1943. “The officer:men ratio over- 
seas varies from 1:550 up to 1:1,100 men 
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depending on the type and mission of the 
troops. 

The average officer:men ratio overseas 
is 1:840. During the last World War, there 
was less than one dental officer per thousand 
men overseas. 

It is interesting to note that of more than 
5,000 men applying during the first seven 
months of 1943, 25.2 per cent were physically 
disqualified for all causes. 


PROMOTIONS.—Although the many questions 
and individual problems relative to promotion 
have been somewhat satisfied, there are still 
several situations which require a solution. 
Dental officers with tactical units are now 
authorized in the grades of captain or first 
lieutenant in the Tables of Organization. ... 

Promotion schedules have recently been 
modified in accordance with Army Service 
Forces Memorandum, July 21, 1943, which 
provides for a definite allotment of officers 
and enlisted men in any given Service Com- 
mand. The Commanding General of the 
Service Command then makes the suballot- 
ments in rank and grade to the respective 
branches, including the medical branch. The 
chief of the medical branch does not have 
complete control over the total number of 
officers and enlisted men that he receives or 
the percentage of a given rank or grade that 
is delegated to him. However, it does become 
his prerogative to recommend ceilings in rank 
and grade of those available to the various 
medical, dental and veterinary installations 
in the camps and stations. Promotion can be 
attained only if there is a definite position 
vacancy and if the allotment in that rank 
has not been filled. Consideration is being 
given to effect a plan in the Service Com- 
mands whereby the first lieutenant and cap- 
tain ratio may be altered to fit the promotion 
needs, as is in effect in the tactical units. 
The total allotment of officers, in this way, 
would not be affected. 

Maj. Gen. Norman T. Kirk, the Surgeon 
General, well recognizes the existing inequali- 
ties and is extending every effort to secure an 
equitable and fair allotment of rank and 
grade for dentistry, as well as the entire med- 
ical department. . . . 


ENLISTED PERSONNEL.—A considerable loss 
of valuable, well-trained dental laboratory 
technicians took place during the year 1942 
and early 1943. When medical cadres were 
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organized for overseas duty, the call came for 
a certain group of men who had been given 
the specification serial number 067. This in- 
cluded dental laboratory technicians, as well 
as the enlisted dental assistant. Many well- 
qualified dental laboratories were thereby del- 
egated to medical department duties other 
than dental laboratory work. The recom- 
mendation of the dental division that qualified 
dental laboratory technicians be designated 
with the specific serial number 067, and that 
the enlisted dental assistant be designated as 
855 was accepted. An Adjutant General’s 
Memorandum. ... April 14, 1943, cleared this 
important issue and now dental laboratory 
technicians are not used as cadres for ground 
force units except where dental laboratory 
technicians are actually needed. This one fact 
has materially assisted the Army Dental 
Corps in meeting its-denture problem these 
past few months. 

Technicians’ schools have also given valu- 
able instruction in several different centers. 
A... memorandum, May 7, 1943, provided 
for approximately 600 dental technician stu- 
dents for each monthly quota. The instruc- 
tion period is for twelve weeks. These courses 
are not intended to produce expert dental 
laboratory technicians in a twelve weeks’ 
period, but rather to introduce some dental 
laboratory procedures to the student, as well 
as other duties common to a dental assistant. 
Certain students who readily adapt them- 
selves and show unusual qualifications are 
then directed to further dental laboratory 
work in the camps and stations. 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE.—There can be no 
doubt in any one’s mind concerning the vital 
réle that dentistry has played in this war. 
It has achieved an unheard of record even 
though there have been multiple obstacles as 
related to supply and personnel. Since the 
declaration of war, the Army Dental Corps, 
through its military installations, has inserted 
more than 680,000 dentures, for more than 
450,000 men, thereby making that number of 
troops available for overseas duty who other- 
wise would have been lost to military serv- 
ice. This means that, to date, thirty-four 
divisions of men is Dentistry’s contribution 
to an American and Allied victory in the 
field of prosthesis. Oral surgery, as well as 
Operative dentistry, to be sure, has had a 
great deal to do with the preparation of such 
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men for prosthetic appliances. Oral surgery, 
too, has made available thousands of men 
in addition through the elimination of in- 
fection and the care of wounded who are 
not wearing dentures. 

Only 4.5 per cent of all prosthetic appli- 
ances fabricated were completed in the civil- 
ian laboratories. In certain instances, large 
numbers of troops have been alerted, many of 
whom were denture patients. This necessi- 
tated civilian laboratory assistance. Then, too, 
in some instances, the lack of laboratory 
facilities, as well as laboratory technicians, 
made necessary the use of civilian laboratories. 

During the year 1942, only 29 per cent 
of the teeth extracted by the Army Dental 
Corps were replaced by dentures and bridges. 
During the past few months, there have been 
more teeth replaced than extracted. A selectee 
may enter the Army with five or six teeth 
that require extraction and have as many as 
twenty-eight replaced by full upper and lower 
dentures. 

That overseas troops are receiving pros- 
thetic service is evidenced by the fact that 
3.2 dentures were made per thousand men per 
month this year. This figure will no doubt 
be lowered since troops classified as Class I 
are not now available for overseas duty... . 
There will always be overseas prosthetic prob- 
lems, however, since some men will require 
extractions, necessitating dentures, while 
others will need repairs. All of the larger 
fixed hospitals have prosthetic facilities, and, 
in addition to this, the General Staff has 
approved the mobile dental laboratories, 
which are to be used in such numbers as may 
be required. Such a mobile dental laboratory 
has been given every test on maneuvers in 
this country and has been highly recom- 
mended by those having used it in the 
field.... 

Although the general outlook at this time 
is encouraging and there is just reason to be 
proud of the things already done, there is 
still a tremendous job ahead. Every officer, 
enlisted man and civilian cannot forget for 
one moment that the war is still on and the 
fact that each must think clearer, sacrifice 
more and work harder than any of the enemy 
to win the war. This challenge and pledge 
will be met by every one associated with the 
Army Dental Corps and the profession of 
dentistry. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 


Error IN STATEMENT ON WORK 
PERFORMED BY Navy DENTISTS 


In reporting the remarks of Capt. 
Robert S. Davis, Chief of the Navy 
Dental Corps, at the open meeting of 
the War Service Committee of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association, the following 
statement was attributed to him: 

“It may be interesting for you to 
know that, at a training station not far 
from here, there are some 250 dental 
officers inserting about 60,000 permanent 
dentures each month.” 

Obviously, the word dentures is in- 
correct and should be replaced by the 
word restorations so that the phrase 
would read “some 250 dental officers 
inserting about 60,000 permanent res- 
torations each month.” 


Director or CHINESE DENTAL 
Procram ATTENDS ANNUAL MEETING 


David S. K. Dai, Chengtu, China, 
director of the dental public health pro- 
gram for the Chinese government in 
Chungking, attended the Annual Meet- 
ing of the American Dental Association 
in Cincinnati to seek consultation on 
the development of a modern dental 
program for China. Dr. Dai sought 
advice in planning the different types 
of state dental service, in determining 
the need for dental personnel and equip- 
ment, in allocating funds for providing 
an extended dental service to the Chi- 
nese people and in obtaining trained 
personnel to train more Chinese den- 
tists. 

300 pentists.—‘‘There are fewer than 
goo trained dentists in China today,” 
Dr. Dai said, “and they are called upon 
to serve a population of more than 
400,000,000. Whereas the American 


dentist is called upon to serve approxi- 
mately 2,500 of population, we in China 
have more than 1,000,000 of the popu- 
lation for every trained practitioner. 

“Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek is in. 
tensely interested in the public health 
program. We are trying to plan a sound 
one for the peace which will come some 
day, but to do so means we must have 
advice, equipment and personnel. We 
hope that American dentistry, which is 
the finest in the world, will help us fill 
that need.” 

Dr. Dai, who has served as a colonel 
in the Chinese Army Medical Corps, 
was educated at West China Union 
University and has studied in this coun- 
try for two years. He will return to 
China this month, traveling to Chung- 
king by way of India and completing the 
journey by air. 


Corrections MADE IN REPORT ON 
ANNUAL MEETING IN CINCINNATI 


In reporting the election of Henry 
Hicks, Greenwich, Conn., as Trustee of 
the First District, it was stated* that he 
held the minority of a 13 to 5 count in 
the district’s votes. This vote should 
have been stated as 13 to 9. 

The following corrections should be 
made in the list of committee appoint- 
ments published in the same issue : 

Appointed to the Membership Com- 
mittee are L. C. Hemsworth, T. L. 
Stangebye and C. J. Hollister; Council 
on Dental Therapeutics, Thomas J. Hill, 
Milan A. Logan, H. Berton McCauley 
and Charles Sheard; American Red 
Cross, George A. Coleman; Dental Mu- 
seum, Grant Van Huysen, H. L. Bunker 
and J. H. Birkett; Pan American Rela- 
tions Committee, Daniel F. Lynch, Spen- 
cer R. Atkinson, Stanley D. Tylman, 
Fernando Sacassa, Claude R. Wood, C. 
J. Caraballo, W. T. Foster, John W. 
Ross, Ralph H. Brodsky and Don J. 


Aubertine. 
*J.A.D.A., 30:1627, October 15, 1943. 
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ARMY AND NAVY 


AwaARD SOLDIER’s MEDAL 
to Carr. W. W. WARREN 


Capt. Wayne W. Warren, Army Den- 
tal Corps, has, with twenty-one other 
officers and enlisted men of the Medical 
Corps, been awarded the Soldier’s 
Medal for outstanding heroism during 
an explosion of bombs June 26, 1943 at 
an Algerian base. The announcement 
of the award was made October 10 by 
the War Department. 

When a number of bombs exploded 
at an ordnance area, the twenty-two 
officers and enlisted men aided in re- 
moving the injured and placing them in 
ambulances and in checking the spread- 
ing flames, in spite of continued danger 
of explosion. The citation states “The 
heroic action and valiant work con- 
tinued until they were forced to with- 
draw by superior authority.” 

Captain Warren’s home is in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. 


Army-Navy Grant TIME FOR 
State Boarp EXAMINATIONS 


The War Service Committee has dis- 
cussed with officials of the Army and 
Navy the subject of dental student 
graduates receiving the necessary per- 
mission to take state board examinations 
within a reasonable time after gradua- 
tion. Through C. Willard Camalier, 
chairman, the committee announced that 
the two services have agreed to give 
approximately thirty days, when neces- 
sary, after graduation, so that the grad- 
uate may take his state board examina- 
tion, and if this is not always feasible, 
owing to the time of holding the state 
board examination, the officer may be 
allowed sufficient leave to take the next 
state board examination. 


NomINATE 16 For RANK OF 
CoLonet In Army Dentat Corps 


The following sixteen officers in the 
Army Dental Corps were nominated in 
October for the rank of colonel : 

Walter D. Vail, Clement J. Gaynor, Walter 
A. Rose, Alvin E. Anthony, William B. Cald- 
well, Lewis W. Maly, Glover Johns, Leslie D. 
Baskin, Dell S. Gray, William B. Stewart, 
Boyd L. Smith, Avery G. Holmes, George R. 
Kennebeck, Joseph L. Boyd, Richard F. 
Thompson, William S. Shuttleworth. 


EXAMINATION FOR Navy DENTAL 
Corps APPOINTMENT JANUARY 24. 


The next examination for appoint- 
ment as assistant dental surgeon (lieu- 
tenant, jg) in the Dental Corps, U. S. 
Navy, will be held at four naval installa- 


tions January 24, 1944. The installations 
where this approaching examination 
will be held include the naval train- 
ing station, Norfolk, Va.; the naval 
training station, Great Lakes, IIl.; the 
naval training station at San Diego, 
Calif., and the Naval Dental School, 
National Naval Medical Center at 
Bethesda, Md. Application for this ex- 
amination should be made to the Chief 
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 

Applicants for appointment as assist- 
ant dental surgeon must be citizens of 
the United States, more than 21 but less 
than 32 years of age at the time of ac- 
ceptance of appointment, and graduates 
of a class A dental school. A circular of 
information listing physical and other 
requirements for appointments, subjects 
in which applicants are examined and 
other data pertaining to salary, allow- 
ances, etc., may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C., on re- 
quest. 
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Conpitions Listep THat INFLUENCE 
Types oF DENTAL SERVICE IN ARMY 


The conditions influencing the various 
types of dental service that are given by 
the Army Dental Corps are listed in the 
following statement issued by the Dental 
Division of the Office of the Surgeon 
General. 

The multiple problems of the Army Dental 
Corps may in part be visualized at any in- 
duction center where the thousands of men 
varying from 18 to 38 years of age are exam- 
ined. That the dental profession and the 
several health agencies, as well as the public 
and parochial schools, still have a tremendous 
task in teaching dental health and in pro- 
viding dental service for the majority of 
the American people, can be conclusively 
demonstrated. 

During the first few months of this war, 
the dental requirements for induction re- 
mained relatively high when approximately 
8.8 per cent of the selectees were rejected. 
The qualifications for general service during 
this period were comparable to those of the 
last World War, when the inductee was re- 
quired to have a minimum of three opposing 
serviceable natural miasticating teeth, and 
three opposing serviceable natural incisors. 


NEW REQUIREMENT.—A change in Mobili- 
zation Requirements in March 1942 materi- 
ally reduced such dental casualties to about 
2.5 per cent. Individuals who were well- 
nourished, of good musculature and free from 
gross dental infection and met the following 
minimum requirements could qualify for gen- 
eral service: (1) an edentulous upper jaw, if 
correctible by a full denture and (2) a 
minimum of a sufficient number of natural 
teeth in the lower jaw in proper position 
and condition to stabilize or support a partial 
denture which could be removed and replaced 
by the individual and which was retained by 
means of clasps, with or without rests, to 
stabilize or support the denture. 

Limited service men were not accepted the 
first few months of 1942. However, during 
the midyear of 1942, large numbers of lim- 
ited service men were inducted for the first 
time, which again lowered the rejection rate 
for dentistry to approximately 1.3 per cent 
in July to a low of 0.4 per cent in September. 


FURTHER REDUCTION.—The mobilization 
requirements for dentistry were further re- 
duced in October 1942, and since then ap- 
proximately 0.1 per cent, or 1 per thousand 
selectees, have been rejected as a result of 
dental deficiencies. Since the fall of 194, 
every conceivable type of mouth and oral 
condition has presented itself in the dental 
clinics. 

The initial dental surveys in the Army 
Replacement Training Centers show that 
approximately one inductee in every four is 
classified as an individual needing emergency 
dental treatment. 

The Army Dental Corps completed more 
than 225,000 prophylactic treatments during 
the month of August this year. Although 
thousands of patients with pyorrhea are 
treated and many other oral infections are 
cleared up each month, the movement of 
troops and training schedules do not permit 
an extensive series of treatments such as are 
commonly practiced by the expert periodon- 
tist. Infection, however, must be eliminated 
in all instances, and, further, the individual 
must have a sufficient number of teeth to 
masticate the Army ration to be effective in 
combat. 


ANALYSIS.—In an analysis of a recent sample 
of about 16,000 examinations made at induc- 
tion centers, it is estimated that a minimum 
of sixty extractions are required per hundred 
men. During the month of August, about 
460,000 teeth were extracted. However, more 
than 600,000 teeth were replaced by den- 
tures and bridges. It is interesting to note 
that the extraction requirements have been 
reduced about one-third per thousand men 
since January 1943. The induction of the 
younger men and the probability that work 
on the backlog of patients needing extractions 
has nearly been completed no doubt accounts 
for the lower incidence. 

More than 80,000 dentures were completed 
and inserted during the month of August, 
which means that about five divisions of men 
have been made available for overseas duty 
through this medium. These five divisions 
could not have otherwise met the minimum 
requirements for service. 

Fillings numbering 2,225,000 also have 
been inserted this month; which has added 
many more thousands of men to the combat 
units, 
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The rapid turnover of men in a given camp 
with the necessary training schedules has 
necessitated the utmost efficiency and ac- 
curacy in all dental procedures to prepare 
the troops dentally for their subsequent des- 
tination. It has obligated dentistry to place 
some dentures in mouths that have had com- 
paratively recent extractions, yet with few 
exceptions the results have been very accept- 
able. Many of these dentures too have been 
made under extremely adverse conditions and 
situations, such as in the desert and the 
jungles and in laboratories with a minimum 
of equipment. 


OVERSEAS TREATMENT.—There have been 
about three and one-half new dentures con- 
structed, as well as slightly less than two 
repairs, per thousand troops per month in the 
overseas areas. Recent directives (W. D. Cir- 
cular No. 189 and the Adjutant General’s 
Office, Preparation for Overseas Movement) 
state that all necessary treatment, from a 
health and functional standpoint, will be 
provided troops prior to their departure from 
the home station, and that Class I dental con- 
ditions are considered disqualifying defects 
for any overseas area. This means that all 
extractions will have to be completed and all 
infection cleared, and that all troops must 
have a sufficient number of teeth to masti- 
cate the Army ration. 

There will always be some added extrac- 
tions overseas, and, as a result, there will be 
some new denture requirements. The number 
of new dentures, however, should be ap- 
preciably less than the present rate of three 
and one-half per thousand per month. The 
incidence of denture repairs overseas will in 
all probability not decrease. 

When comments are made or when opin- 
ions are expressed concerning the type of 
dental service presented by the Army with 
reference to pyorrhea treatments, extractions, 
fillings, bridges or dentures, one must remem- 
ber that the Army Dental Corps represents 
American Dentistry. Any adverse statement 
directed to a lay individual or the public 
will materially affect American Dentistry, 
and may be considered an indictment of the 
profession and in turn the system of dental 
education. One also should be cognizant of 
all the facts, as well as the conditions and 
situations under which the service was com- 
pleted. 

Dentistry today is making a contribution 


of inestimable value to the war effort. It is 
making available manpower for the battle 
front and the production line. More than 
forty divisions of men are now ready for 
combat duty as a result of dental service 
made possible solely through the facilities 
of the Army Dental Corps since Pearl Harbor. 
These forty divisions, more than one half 
million men, is a sizable force, which would 
otherwise have had to remain at home. Then 
if the countless thousands of troops are added 
which have been made available through 
civilian dental channels, Dentistry may well 
be proud of its place and achievement in this 
war and in American history. 


OWI Reports on DENTAL 
CarE IN ARMED SERVICES 


In a recent survey of the health of the 
men in the armed services, the Office of 
War Information made the following 
statement on dental care: 

The Army has a Dental Corps of 13,000 
officers, wishes to commission another 800 
civilian dentists and will commission another 
thousand from dental schools. Those in the 
service now have a record of four million 
cases admitted to treatment during 1942 and 
more than twelve and one-half million sit- 
tings. They installed more than seven and a 
half million fillings and, during the month 
of March 1943, extracted 582,546 teeth. In 
the same month, they installed 456,783 den- 
tures, and it was stated that more than half 
the patients treated had not been accustomed 
to visit dentists regularly. 

Dental infection in the United States is 
placed at 16 per thousand men; overseas at 
less, 13 per thousand. Dentists have been 
provided with portable equipment, collapsible 
chairs, foot powered drills and portable steri- 
lizers for use close to combat areas. Records 
show that there are, under these conditions, 
about 250 sittings per thousand men. 

The Navy has 4,000 dental officers, at 
least one assigned to every ship of cruiser 
class, or larger, and to every tender, hospital 
ship and transport. In a recent month, the 
corps installed 50,000 fillings and restora- 
tions. Naval dentists have the same training 
routine as the doctors, since they may have 
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to double for medical officers in the exigencies 
of combat. Their training school is at Beth- 
esda, Md., and they may volunteer for special 
services such as paratroops, marine or sub- 
marine work. Those who specialize in maxillo- 
facial surgery are sent to the Mayo Clinic 
for study. This work of restoring facial struc- 
ture damaged in battle may include plastic 
surgery also and has an important place in 
service plans for rehabilitation of service men 
after and during the war. 


ECONOMICS 


Economics ComMiItTEE 
on DENTAL PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS 


The Committee on Economics, in the 

annual report made to the House of 
Delegates by Raymond M. Walls, chair- 
man, presented a preliminary statement 
on the results of its survey of dental 
programs in the schools of the country. 
Six thousand questionnaires were sent 
out to superintendents of schools in an 
effort to secure information on the size 
and scope of the dental programs. Fol- 
lowing is a summary of preliminary 
findings as presented in the Committee’s 
report : 
885 procrRamMs.—Of the 885 superintend- 
ents reporting the existence of a dental pro- 
gram in their schools, 753 gave detailed infor- 
mation regarding them, making it possible to 
classify them by type. Seventy-six school dis- 
tricts reported programs that are educational 
only. This represents slightly more than 10 
per cent of the schools reporting. One hun- 
dred eighty-nine school districts, or 25 per 
cent of those reporting, have programs that 
include both education and periodic dental 
examinations. Only sixteen schools, or 2 per 
cent, reported operative programs without an 
accompanying educational program. By far 
the largest percentage of the school programs, 
472, or 65 per cent, reported both educational 
and operative features in their program. 

Among the local and county school systems 
reporting a dental program of some type, 
approximately 86 per cent reported their pro- 


gtams to be operating through the first six 
grades of school. After the sixth grade, the 
percentage having a program begins to drop. 
The sixth and seventh grades are included 
in about 76 per cent, while only 50 per cent 
of the high schools are included in the den- 
tal program. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM.—Breaking down 
the dental programs into types, it is found 
that, among those reporting only a dental ed- 
ucational program, the program is included 
in approximately 50 per cent of each of the 
first eight grades, but in only about 30 per 
cent of each of the four years of high school. 
Among those reporting both an educational 
and an operative program, more than go per 
cent report the program to include each of 
the first six years of school, whereas abcut 82 
per cent report the seventh and eighth grades 
to be included, and only about 53 per cent 
report each of the four years of high school 
to be included in the program. 

Many other interesting and significant sta- 
tistics will be derived from the reports that 
are coming in. Attention is called to the 
fact that since the returns on this study are 
far from complete, the figures quoted from 
the preliminary analysis are subject to revi- 
sion, which, in some instances, may be quite 
marked. Consequently, these figures should be 
utilized at present only with the greatest 
caution. 


Gross INCOME FOR PHYSICIANS 
in 1941 Exceeps One BILLION 


The estimated gross income of physi- 
cians engaged in independent practice in 
the United States reached $1,087,000,- 
000 in 1941, an amount exceeding that 
of any previous year and 60.6 per cent 
above the 1933 depression low, the De- 
partment of Commerce revealed in 
October. 

The total net income of the physicians 
was estimated at $640,000,000, also a 
new high, and 73.9 per cent above the 
1933 low. 

The average gross income reported by 
physicians for 1941 was $8,524, and the 
average net income $5,047, the depart- 
ment said. 
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Councit ON DenTAL HEALTH 
DisapproveEs “Hyser PLAN” 


The “Hyser Plan,” a proposal for the 
mass production of dental care, con- 
tains no evidence that it is “practical 
or workable from a professional, finan- 
cial or administrative standpoint,” ac- 
cording to a report presented by the 
Council on Dental Health at the annual 
meeting of the House of Delegates. The 
full statement of the committee on the 
plan follows : 

The undue prominence given the Hyser 
Dental Plan by its presentation before a 
congressional committee prompts this brief 
statement regarding it by the Council on 
Dental Health of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 

The Council on Dental Health of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association values Dr. Hyser’s 
recognition of America’s dental health prob- 
lem and appreciates his attempt to alleviate 
that condition. 

Like Dr. Hyser, the Council on Dental 
Health of the American Dental Association has 
made, and is continuing, a detailed and careful 
study of methods and procedures for meeting 
the varied dental needs of the American peo- 
ple. Unlike Dr. Hyser, however, the Council 
has not as yet reached a point in these studies 
that permits the formulation and test of a plan 
or plans which justify presentation to, or 
consideration by, the Congress of the United 
States. 

In the Council’s deliberations, it becomes 
increasingly apparent that any long-term na- 
tional, state or community dental health pro- 
gram devised to meet effectively and eco- 
nomically the biologic needs of the public 
must be based upon the principle of control 
of dental caries resulting in the prevention 
of tooth loss. This the Hyser plan fails to do 
since it gives no specific consideration to a 
Caries control program for the younger age 


groups. 
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Because control of dental caries and the 
prevention of tooth loss must form the foun- 
dation for any satisfactory dental health pro- 
gram and because the Hyser Plan fails to 
present detailed evidence that it is practical 
or workable from a professional, financial or 
administrative standpoint, the Council on 
Dental Health cannot concur in Dr. Hyser’s 
recommendations, nor does it believe the plan 
worthy of serious consideration. 


THE WAR 


Train WACS as Army 
DENTAL TECHNICIANS 


According to the War Department, 
145 enlisted women of the Women’s 
Army Corps began training in Septem- 
ber at the Army-Navy General Hospital 
in Hot Springs, Ark., as medical, dental 
and laboratory technicians to serve with 
the Army in hospitals in this country and 
overseas. The course for dental tech- 
nicians will last for three months. 


DenTAL X-Ray Apparatus Must 
Be REGISTERED IN GERMANY 


Reich Health Leader Dr. Conti, ac- 
cording to DNB, official German news 
agency, has ordered all members of the 
health professions, especially physicians, 
dental surgeons, dentists and nature cure 
practitioners who use x-ray equipment, 
to register with the competent reich de- 
fense commissioner, who will pass on the 
details to the office of the chief medical 
officer. X-ray apparatus and _ tubes 
which are not in use at the present time 
must be registered by their respective 
owners. This does not apply to manu- 
facturers and dealers. Any change of 
ownership after registration must also 


be reported. 
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LEGISLATION 


Proposes REORGANIZATION 
or U. S. Pusiic HEALTH SERVICE 


A bill (H.R. 3379) has been intro- 
duced into the House by Representative 
Alfred L. Bulwinkle, North Carolina, to 
codify the laws relating to the United 
States Public Health Service. According 
to Representative Bulwinkle, this bill is 
designed to bring together in one enact- 
ment all of the laws relating to the 
Public Health Service, to permit admin- 
istrative reorganization of the service, to 
adjust the wartime status of the commis- 
sioned corps of the Service, to reconcile 
the conflicts and eliminate the over- 
lapping in the law and to make certain 
mechanical revisions found necessary by 
long administrative experience. 

In the words of the author of the bill, 
it “is in no sense a measure designed to 
place the Public Health Service in new 
fields of operation or to enlarge its func- 
tions and powers,” its sole purpose being 
“to enable the Public Health Service to 
perform its present statutory functions 
more effectively.” 


Funps RECOMMENDED TO PLACE 
DEnTIsTs In CriTICcCAL AREAS 


‘The President has transmitted to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
(H. Doc. No. 321) supplemental esti- 
mates for the United States Public 
Health Service amounting to $4,427,550. 
Of this sum, $2,350,000 will be used for 
a malaria and venereal disease control 
program and “for the supplying by the 
Public Health Service, on request of 
state authorities, of needed medical and 
dental care, either by temporary finan- 
cial aid or by direct employment of 
physicians and dentists, in certain critical 


areas where acute shortages have devel. 
oped which cannot be met without re- 
course to emergency measures.” 

This proposal, now pending before 
the House Committee on Appropriations, 
contained the following proviso: 

Provided, That the Surgeon General is au- 
thorized, on request of a state health depart- 
ment, (1) to assign medical and dental per- 
sonnel of the Public Health Service to areas 
found to be in critical need of additional 
medical and dental services, such services to 
be furnished the public in accordance with 
schedules of fees approved by the state health 
departments and the Surgeon General of the 
United States, which fees shall be collected 
by, and used at the direction of, the state 
departments of health, to defray the expenses 
thereof incident to the rendition of such med- 
ical and dental services, the balances at the 
end of the fiscal year to be recovered into the 
treasury as miscellaneous receipts, and (2) to 
enter into agreements with private practicing 
physicians and dentists under which, in con- 
sideration of the payment to them of a relo- 
cation allowance of not to exceed $250 per 
month for three months and the actual cost 
of travel and transportation of the physician 
or dentist and his family and household ef- 
fects to the new location, such physician or 
dentist will agree to move to and engage in 
the practice of his profession in such area 
for a period of not less than one year. 


WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


18 Dentat Burs ARE 
ALLOTTED FOR CIVILIAN PRACTICE 


The War Production Board, during the 
past year, allocated approximately eight- 
een million dental burs for civilian use, 
according to the report of the War Serv- 
ice Committee of the American Dental 
Association at the annual meeting of the 
House of Delegates in Cincinnati. This 
is less than one-half of the thirty-eight 
million burs which were used by civilian 
dentists in time of peace. 
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Mip-MonrHy Issue 


An excerpt from the committee’s re- 
port on burs follows : 

A critical situation developed because of 
the shortage of burs. Owing to large demands 
of the armed forces, lend-lease and the stop- 
page of importations, it became obvious that 
dvilian dentists would not have a sufficient 
mumber of burs to operate unless a more 
equitable adjustment was made. After many 
conferences with the War Production Board 
and the manufacturers, the submission of ar- 
gument and figures, and give and take on all 
sides, the matter has now reached a point 
where it is believed civilian dentists will not 
unduly suffer from the shortage and, as the 
American manufacturer increases his produc- 
tion, the situation will improve. Lend-lease 
has been eliminated and the demands of the 
armed forces have been substantially reduced, 
and these facts, together with the increased 
use of the facilities for resharpening burs and 
the utilization of diamond points and mounted 
stones, have brought about a fairly satisfac- 
tory situation. In connection with the use of 
diamond points and stones and bur resharpen- 
ing, it was necessary to circularize several 
times the deans of schools and the bur re- 
sharpening concerns, and, in meritorious cases, 
it was possible to assist bur resharpening 
firms to obtain priorities for machinery to 
enlarge their plants. The. entire problem of 
bur production is again under consideration 
by the War Production Board. 


COUNCIL 
ON 
DENTAL EDUCATION 


Counci, on DENTAL EpucaTION 
Reports To House or DELEGATES 


The following are excerpts from the 
teport of the Council on Dental Educa- 
tion to the House of Delegates at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Dental 
Association in Cincinnati : 

APPROVING SCHOOLS.—The principal inter- 
est and concern of the Council for the cur- 
tent year has been the prosecution of its 
plan looking to the establishment of a list of 
approved dental schools. That plan has gone 
forward without interruption exactly as an- 
nounced. The Council’s Requirements for 
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the Approval of a Dental School were issued 
in final form in December 1940. It was then 
announced that the visitation of dental schools 
seeking the approval of the Council would 
begin in the fall of 1942. Time was deliber- 
ately given between the announcement of 
the requirements and the beginning of visits 
to the schools in order to give all schools 
ample opportunity to study the requirements 
and to make any changes or adjustments in 
curriculum or procedure which they might 
deem desirable. It has been the purpose of 
the Council from the beginning of this im- 
portant undertaking to deal constructively 
with all problems arising in individual schools 
and to make every effort to avoid working any 
injustice. 

Subsequent to the publication of the re- 
quirements, all the dental schools in the 
United States made application to the Coun- 
cil for approval. .. . 

These forms had largely been carefully 
filled out by the schools and returned to the 
office of the Council before Pearl Harbor 
raised serious question concerning the con- 
tinuance of the orderly plans announced by 
the Council. As has been previously reported 
to the House of Delegates, the Council ad- 
vised with the National Association of Dental 
Examiners and with the American Association 
of Dental Schools with reference to the wis- 
dom of adherence to the original plan. It 
was found, after thorough inquiry, that all the 
state examining boards and the great ma- 
jority of the dental school deans felt that 
the Council should go forward with its plans. 
In the meantime, all the dental schools em- 
barked upon an accelerated plan which 
would enable their students to complete the 
customary course covering four academic 
years in three calendar years. 

Visits to the schools were, therefore, be- 
gun in October 1942 at a time when all the 
schools were laboring under the added bur- 
dens of the accelerated plan and suffering the 
handicap of the withdrawal of a considerable 
number of teachers to enter the armed forces. 
The situation was. rendered still more diffi- 
cult as the year progressed by the announce- 
ment of the plans of the Army and the 
Navy to contract with the schools for the 
training of dentists to meet their regular re- 
placement needs. Announcement was made 
that all of the schools established on the reg- 
ular two-four basis were approved for pos- 
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sible contract with the Army and the Navy. 
Serious problems, which still greatly concern 
the schools, arose when the Army and the 
Navy announced greatly increased and yet 
different predental requirements. 

The requirements specified by the Army are 

to be completed in five terms of twelve weeks 
each in an approved liberal arts college and 
the requirements specified by the Navy are 
likewise to be completed in five terms of 
sixteen weeks each. As this academic and 
fiscal year draws to a close, the dental schools 
are just entering upon their contracts with 
the Army and the Navy. The revised pre- 
dental requirements will not become fully 
operative for some months. 
MILITARY PROGRAM.—The Council _ is 
gravely concerned about the recruiting of 
students beyond the number which the Army 
and the Navy propose to educate. The Army 
plans to fill about 35 per cent and the Navy 
about 20 per cent of the places normally 
available in the dental schools. It is of the 
utmost importance in the interest not only of 
the armed forces but more especially of the 
civilian population that the remaining 45 per 
cent of places available in the dental schools 
be kept filled. The Council is taking such 
steps as it deems proper to acquaint the War 
Manpower Commission and other agencies 
with this situation. . . . 

It is clear that the visits of representatives 
of the Council to the dental schools, begun 
in October last, have been attended with 
many difficulties and at a time when the 
schools could hardly be expected completely 
to carry out their normal procedures. The 
Council is happy to report to the House of 
Delegates that its visits to the schools were 
carried out according to plan and completed 
in the third week of June. Notwithstanding 
the troubled situation which the Council 
found in many schools, due to the present 
emergency, its experience demonstrates that 
it was wise to go forward with the under- 
taking. The Council feels that, being now 
possessed of rather full information concern- 
ing the performance as well as the problems 
in the schools, it is in a stronger position to 
be of constructive help to the schools as they 
face the inevitably disturbing issues of partial 
Army and Navy control. The Council feels 
also that it has secured, through its visits to 
the schools and through the data furnished 
by them, a fair picture of the normal status 
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of dental education and that it is able justly 
and safely to proceed with its appraisal of 
the schools with the aim of the establishment 
of an approved list. 

VISITATION.—A committee of three repre- 
sentatives of the Council spent three days 
in each of the dental schools. These com- 
mittees always included one or more members 
of the Council, the Secretary of the Council 
and usually one visitor chosen from outside 
the Council. The entire expense of the visits 
was met by appropriations made by the 
House of Delegates last August upon the rec- 
ommendation of the Board of Trustees, and 
the necessary subsequent appointment of spe- 
cial visitors was ratified by the Board of 
Trustees. So far as the Council is informed, 
this is the first time any organized profession 
has deliberately financed in all details the 
visits of a national accrediting agency to pro- 
fessional schools. It has been the practice, 
and still is in some cases, of regional and 
national accrediting agencies to charge a fee, 
sometimes burdensome, to the individual in- 
stitution visited. Indeed, this practice has led 
to much criticism in the past. This charge 
for visitation and the multiplication of ac- 
crediting bodies has prompted the American 
Council on Education to constitute a general 
committee on accrediting with the hope of 
avoiding duplication of effort and financial 
burden. The secretary of the Council on 
Dental Education is a member of this com- 
mittee on accrediting by appointment of the 
American Council on Education. 

The committees of the Council were every- 
where cordially received and many university 
presidents and other administrative officers 
voiced their hearty endorsement of the good 
sense of the American Dental Association in 
bearing in its entirety the expense of accredit- 
ing the dental schools of the country. No 
step the Board of Trustees and the House of 
Delegates have taken in support of the Coun- 
cil on Dental Education could do more to 
give the representatives of the Council rec- 
ognition and appreciative audience in uni- 
versity circles; and no step could do more to 
sustain the Council in its efforts to claim an 
equal place for dental education among other 
professional schools in our great universities. 
Incidentally, the Council is pleased to report 
that its visits to the dental schools were made 
well within the appropriation provided for 
the purpose. 
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In the visits to the dental schools, the 
Council member of each committee ordinarily 
ve his attention to an appraisal of the 
dinical teaching, and the invited visitor to an 
appraisal of the teaching of the fundamental 
giences. The secretary gave his attention to 
the general organization, the library, the 
plant and equipment and the university re- 
ltionship. The next step will be the com- 
pilation of the reports of the visitors with the 
data already assembled in the Central Office. 
The Council expects to draw a pattern map 
for each school indicating its standing among 
the entire group of schools. This pattern 
map will be sent to each school in confidence 
and at no time will be made public by the 
Council. After all these steps have been 
taken, the Council will be faced with the 
problem of drawing a line between those 
schools which meet its standards and may be 
approved and those which fall below its 
standards and may not be approved. The 
Council has not yet decided how and when 
its findings will be made public. Much de- 
pends on the duration of the war and the 
experience of the schools under the Army 
and Navy plans... . 


MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—Many schools, 
through informal suggestions and _ under- 
standings, are already taking steps to make 
up deficiencies and to put their entire pro- 
grams of teaching and administration in line 
with the minimum requirements prescribed 
by the Council. Thus, several schools have 
strengthened their libraries and provided 
better physical accommodations for the use 
of the libraries. Renewed interest is widely 
exhibited also in the training, experience and 
fitness of new additions to faculties and in the 
over-all ratio of teachers to students; in the 
choice of students, especially from the stand- 
points of scholarship, personality and charac- 
ter; in the comprehensive diagnosis of the 
oral ills of clinic patients and in emphasis 
upon the systemic implications of such ills; 
in provisions for oral surgery both in clinics 
and in affiliated hospitals with bearing upon 
the oral surgery problems arising out of the 
war; in the great possibilities of strengthen- 
ing teaching by effective use of hospital rela- 
tionships not only in the field of oral surgery, 
but also as a means of enriching the general 
course in medicine, and, what is perhaps 
most important, in the employment of re- 
search as a means of live, fruitful teaching. 
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CENTRAL OFFICE 


PreEsipENt C. RayMonp WELLS 
Pays Visit To CENTRAL OFFICE 


President C. Raymond Wells paid a 
visit to the Central Office of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association at the start of 
his new duties early in November. He 
made a brief address to the entire staff. 

Later, in discussing the recent Annual 
Meeting, Captain Wells said, “I am 
gratified on observing the enthusiasm 
and interest shown by the committees 
and delegates in Cincinnati. Their inter- 
est in all of the affairs of the Association 
augurs well for the future of American 
dentistry. As representatives of dentistry 
they went about their tasks in a serious 
and purposeful manner. The state socie- 
ties can be assured that their delegates 
championed state rights. 

“It is quite apparent that the Asso- 
ciation has been able to profit by the 
lessons of the past and is now building 
on the foundation of knowledge that 
was acquired the hard way.” 


Car.os H. Scuott Is NAMED 
TRUSTEE OF SEVENTH DIsTRICT 


Earl G. Jones, Columbus, Ohio, elected 
at the recent Annual Meeting at Cin- 
cinnati as Trustee for the Seventh Dis- 
trict, has resigned and Carlos H. Schott, 
Cincinnati, has been named as his suc- 
cessor. Dr. Schott served as a member 
of the Board of Trustees for the Seventh 
District from 1940 to 1943. 


Rewier Funp CurisTMAS SEALS 
Mattep To A.D.A. MEMBERSHIP 


The Christmas seals for the annual 
campaign of the Relief Fund have been 
mailed to all members, according to an 
announcement by H. B. Pinney, General 
Secretary. 
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1826 THE JoURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


MID-MONTHLY COMMENT 


School Dental Health Programs.—Some trends of interest and importance @pgmm : 


revealed in the survey made by the Committee on Economics of the American Deu 


tal Association on dental health programs in the schools of the country. It mig 
be emphasized that the study has not yet been completed and that the indicated 
trends are still subject to the influence of further findings. The Committee's prea a 
liminary statement on the survey will be found elsewhere in this issue. S 


Only 2 per cent of the schools reporting, the survey shows, have operative Si 
grams without an accompanying educational program; 10 per cent of the school 
have educational programs only; 25 per cent included educational programs ang 
periodic dental examinations. The largest number of schools, 65 per cent, repomedaaa 
both educational and operative features in their program. 


In the coverage provided by these programs, there is a definite lessening as thie = 
school-age group advances toward eighth grade and high school. Eighty-six pena 


cent of the reporting schools had programs for the children in the first six gragem 


The sixth and seventh grades were included in only 76 per cent of the programiga™ a 


while students in high school were covered in only 50 per cent of the programs. 


These figures indicate that the emphasis which has been placed on dental health 
education by the dental profession and others has been effective in making it a 
almost universal ingredient of all school dental programs. This is encouraging Be 


cause it provides a sound basis for the future expansion of these valuable prograii— 


for dental health. The figures also reveal the directions in which improvement 
school dental programs should be sought: an increase in the number of schools pit 


viding periodic dental examinations and operative programs and the inclusion baa is 


greater number of students in the later grades and high school in both phases ona 2 
the dental program. 2 


The school dental program can be one of the most effective weapons agaist 
dental disease because measures of prevention and control can be used most SiGe 
cessfully during these years of growth and development. It remains for dentisity 
and other interested agencies to take full advantage of these valuable aids to al 
improved national dental health. 


The Christmas Seals.—The annual campaign of the Relief Fund of the Americal 
Dental Association has been inaugurated with the sending of Christmas seals to all 
members. The hearty response given in past years is indicative of the approval 
with which the work of the Relief Commission is met in every quarter. 


This year the tasks of the Relief Commission will be no smaller. It may be that | : 
they will have to be accomplished by a lesser number than usual because so many 


members are in the armed forces. On the past record, however, there can be asg a 


surance that this important phase of Association activity will not be allowed to lag 


even though there are many other demands at.the moment. Contributions shoulaa 


be sent at once to the Relief Fund, American Dental Association, 222 E. Superiom 
St., Chicago.—H. H. 
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